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/Scienhsts and thc CIA

makes necessary the existence of unfor-
tunate agencies such as the CIA, but

On 24 -Japuary 1 was Visitdd by a
) "/ representative of the Central Intelli-

" Y s gence Agency. He asked me for infor-

/' mation about the direction being taken
7 by certain foreign scientists in the field
¥4 of neurophysiology. 1 felt 1 should not
{7, Bve mimr s Tm
-y reasons \\ﬂh him, dnd he lL!l
A request of this type places u mem-
ber of a university faculty in a very
difficult position. Any knowledge or
skill one has is freely available; if a
colleague had asked me the CIA ques-
| tions 1 would have replied without hesi-
tation. But there must be another side
¢ # to this coin of academic free speech:
one should reasonably ask the question-
er to share the same ethics and tell you
specifically for what purpose he intends
to use your information. If one is re-
sponsible for the information one hapds
out, oné is also partially responsible for
any use to which it is put. A professor’s
duly is to profcss but he must remain
in a’position to assess the consequences
. of his profession. A second conseguence
,ﬁof a relationship between scientists and
the C1A woald be to limit the freedom

’.v

-
#an official, however sympathetic, s
freely as oba
have all hafl tic experience of talking
elenuists who were certainly
2Nigence agents and part-|

4 foreign coil(txgucs. No one speaks to

part-tin,
o umc ‘sd

= .ate’ s u“! d as. to be a travesty of
“thhc wifully Fee exchange and argument i
fy K. descussion. Any general 8
ang’ mmd!c questioning by the
CIA ) V £mms in fields. such us the
life ac which are normally free of [
Wtrictions. - increases the dan-

-

of discussioh between American and f

wpeaks to a friend. We |

s. and these conversations |

f
%4

‘ger eoican scientists will be re-
LN / Wecie foreign colleagues asf
v \“\nru as these collcague
~ nowY, wrentists from some. other|
) t ed For Release 1999/08
-t‘ 47.¢ rey_ et etate of the \\Orl
B L

one hopes that thell aclivitic
SU ST ptiFe
scientific community does not become B
involved. As the scope of these agencies |¢
enlarges, anything can become grist for v
their miil: let us hope that academic
freedom is pot included.

PaTrick D. WALL
Department of Biology, Massachusetts g
Institute of Technology, Cambridge
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